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2 CHRONICLES Xv. 2. 


The Lord is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye 
ſeek him, he will be found of you ; but if ye forſake 


him, he will forſake you. 
| over the affairs of this lower world, as 
| | it is a principle that has all the ſtrength 
that reaſon or revelation can give it, ſo will it be 
found to be the only one that can adminiſter com- 
fort and ſupport under affliction, or ſupply us with 
any real ground for confidence and exultation in 
our proſperity and ſucceſs : and though perhaps diſ- 
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putes may ſometimes have ariſen with regard to the 
particular mode of God's exerciſing this providential 
care over individuals, all ſerious and intelligent men 
have uniformly concurred in repreſenting ſtates and 
communities as the adequate objects of its conſtant 
and equal adminiſtration. 


Under the influence of this principle, and in obe- 
dience to the pious injunctions of Government, we 
have been offering up our tribute of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving before the throne of the Moſt High, for de- 
livering us from the calamities of a bloody and expen- 
five war, and reſtoring to us once more the bleſſings 
of peace and tranquillity. To compleat the reaſon- 
ö able ſervice of this au ſpicious day, I have choſen the 
words now read for the ſubject of our meditation, and 
doubt not but that you have gone baſore:: me in the 
liedes of them. EE ae bei. 
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They contain, you perceive,- an admonition given 
by the prophet Azariah, at the command of Febovan 
himſelf, to the people of Judah and Benjamin, at the 
concluſion. of a proſperous war, in which they had 
been engaged againſt the Arhiopians, by. one of the 
moſt deciſive victories recorded in ſcripture. T hey 
had now totally defeated their enemies, all oppoſition 
had fallen before them, and the Lord had given 
« them reſt round about.” Under theſe circumſtances, 
their ſituation, to the narrow views of human policy, 
might appear ſufficiently proſperous and ſecure. But 
God, whoſe all-pervading eye explores at one glance 
the remoteſt events, perceived the dangers that lay 


concealed under this Hattering appearance; and with 
a paternal care, ever vigilant for the welfare and hap- 
pineſs of his creatures, pointed out to them the means 
by which they might be avoided, and their preſent 
flouriſhing condition ſecured to themſelves, and per- 
e to their poſterity. : 
B 2 | _ 
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The Jews indeed were the ſubjects of a peculiar 
ceconomy ; the Lord was their God and their Sove- 
reign, in a manner different from what he exer- 
ciſes thoſe relations to the reſt of mankind. Yet, 
as © his kingdom equally ruleth over all,” and is 
conduQed u pon the invariable principles of wiſdom, 
5 juſtice and goodneſs, the general maxims, the great 

out-lines of his government, muſt be the fame in 
all ages, and to all nations, from the riſing up 
16 of the ſun, to the going down of the fame.” 


In this view of things, the diſpenſations of divine 
providence relatively to the people of the Jews, will 
be found to have been recorded for our inſtruction: 
and we under the Chriſtian, no. leſs than they under 
the Moſaic diſpenſation, may conclude, on the ſureſt 
grounds of evidence, that human happineſs, when 
ſupported by human means, is ever frail and in- 
ſecure; fleeting as the airy viſion of an evening 
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ſky, which the lighteſt breath of wind will dif- 
compoſe, or the ſhades of night overcaſt : that tis 
God's protecting hand which can alone give it ſta- 
bility and permanence; and that theſe bleſſings muſt 
be derived from ſuch a courſe of duty and obedience, 
as may beſt recommend us to his favour. To our- 
ſelves therefore may we apply the admonition of my 
text, and conceive the Prophet addrefling the people 
of this land by the ſame divine authority that he 
did the men of Judah and Benjamin, and in the 
ſame awful words: © The Lord is with you, while 
« ye be with him; and if ye ſeek him, he will 
« be found of you; but if ye forſake him, he 
« will forſake you.“ 


„ To be with the Lord, and to ſeek him, are ex- 
preſſions pretty nearly equivalent, and imply not merely 
the belief of the exiſtence and attributes of God, but 
a reverence for his laws and attention to his ſervice. 
That ſuch a frame and diſpoſition of mind muſt, in 

proportion 
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proportion as it prevails in any community, contribute 
to its proſperity and ſucceſs, is a truth, to which 
L apprehend, whether we ſurvey the courſe of events 
as they lie beſore us in the faithful records of 
hiſtory, or conſider the nature and tendency of the 
conduct it excites, it is impoſſible we ſhould with- 
hold our aſſent. With regard to the Jews; every 
period of their ſtory furniſnes us with the fulleſt 
evidence of the truth of this aſſertion. There we 
ſee obedience and proſperity, diſobedience and miſery, 
paſſing before us as it were hand in hand: and 
even among the nations which knew not . 
in the times of ignorance which he winked at, 
we find that, as they advanced themſelves to the 
moſt exalted | heights of glory and happineſs by a 
ſteady - adherence to the law of morality written on 
their hearts, ſo no ſaoner did they depart from 
it, but their power gradually declined, in pro- 
portion to the diſſolution of their manners, till 
at length they became weak, wretched, and con- 

temptible, 
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temptible; and fell an Ly prey to the very firſt 


invader. 


— Nbr let the vain and ſuperficial reaſoner aſcribe 
their coincidence to accident and chance: For, as 
one of the ableſt of political writers very excel- 
lently obſerves *; „ Accident has no ſhare in the 
« government of the world; but there are certain 
« general cauſes which operate in every ſtate, and 
<< either: raiſe, ſupport, or ſubvert it:” among the 
principal of which I will venture to aſſert are the 
religious principles of its members. And indeed 
how ſhould it be otherwiſe? For Religion, as it. 
ſtrengthens thoſe affections which impel us to the 
good of ſociety, ſo it controuls the paſſions that 
would interfere with their exertion. It annexes 
the * of duty. to the impulſe of inſtinct, 
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* Confiderations ſur les Cauſes de la Grandeur des. ANR of de 
leur Decadence, c. 18. 
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fiqiplier the deficiencies of human inſtitutions, and 
operates where they cannot extend. In ſhort, if the 
equity, moderation, and clemency of the governors, 
and the diſcipline, good order, ſubmiſſion, and in- 
duſtry of the governed, form a material part in the 
happineſs of every — it is _ and this 
only, that can becure i:: 5 NET | 


we a ect the 
foil in which theſe qualities are likely to take the 
deepeſt root, and to produce the faireſt and moſt 
valuable fruit. War in itſelf is neceflarily produc- 
tive of licence and diforder, and. marks its way 
with no leſs havock in the moral, than in the 
natural world: But when freed from the anxiety, 
and delivered from the dangers inſeparable from ſuch 
2 ſtate; when our paſſions, which have been in- 
flamed by a ſeries of violence and hoſtili ty, grow 
cool and ſubſide ; we ſhall endeavour, if we have 
any regard to our publick or private intereſts, to 
apa 
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repair the breaches that may have been made in 
moral conduct, and by cultivating every pious and 
virtuous affection, every honeſt and liberal art, add 
no leſs to the ſtrength and ſtability than to the 
ſplendor and embelliſhment of ſociety. 


How much then are we indebted to Providence, 
and how high ſhould we riſe in our acknowledg- 
ments for his mercies, in reſtoring to us an oppor - 
tunity of acquiring theſe important advantages, 
by the means of an equitable and honourable, 


and I truſt, if we properly — it, a mo 


Peace | 


But, independent of this conſideration, there is 
another point of view, in which this happy alteration 
in our political ſituation calls for the fincereſt returns 


of gratitude and thankfulneſs. 


War muſt by every thinking man be conſidered as 
one of the ſoreſt inſtruments of vengeance, with which 
C | Providence 
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Providence corrects the offences of a guilty world. 


No flights of imagination, no ſtrains of eloquence, 


1 neceſſary to paint its terrors. In this caſe the 


plaineſt narrative is the moſt animated deſcription. 
Where: ever it extends, it ravages all before it, defaces 
the beauties of nature, depopulates whole countries, 
and ſpreads ruin and deſolation on every ſide. The 
hiſtory of its progreſs, like the roll of Ezekiel, © is 
« written within and without, and there is * 
« therein lamentation and mourning and woe.” 


And, if this is a juſt deſcription of the calamities 
of War in general, every diſpaſſionate obſerver will 
allow, that that from which the mercies of the Al- 
mighty have uſt delivered us, is by no means to be 
cConſidered as an exception. Perhaps there is ſcarcely 
an inſtance in the annals of ancient or modern times, 
where the carnage was more extenſive, or the ravage 
more deſtructive, than in thoſe unhappy countries 
that were the immediate ſcenes of its operations. And 

though the divine Providence vouchſafed us important 


and 
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and unparallelled ſucceſſes in the courſe of it, it 
ſhould howeyer be remembered, that the efforts which- 
we made to acquire them, like the violent exertions 
of natural ſtrength, though they attained their pur- 
poſe, muſt, if long continued, or frequently repeated, 
haye produced ſuch debility and languor, as might 
have been attended with the moſt fatal conſequences 
to the very being of our country. 


III would it bern me, and every way improper 
ſhould I think it in this place, to enter into a par- 
ticular diſcuſſion of the terms upon which the preſent 
Peace is concluded: As ill however, on the other 
hand, ſhould I diſcharge the duty of this day, did 
I not recommend that deference to authority, and 
that acquieſcence in the determinations of publick 
wiſdom, which reaſon, and (as I apprehend) conſider- 
ations of a ſtill more awful nature, demand at our 
hands. This is undoubtedly the duty of ſubjects 
upon all occaſions, where no infringements are made 


upon their rights, no invaſions attempted on their 
C 2 liberties: 
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liberties : But on the preſent our Governors ſeem to 
have a peculiar claim to expect this from us; ſince, | 
to decide either on the expediency of Peace in ge- 
neral, or on the merits of that which is concluded, 
requires not only ſuch a degree of wiſdom and dif- 


cernment as no particular man can decently aſſume 


to himſelf, but ſuch an intimate knowledge of the 


ſtate of this kingdom with reſpect both to its foreign 
and domeſtic intereſts, its commerce, its ſtrength, 
its refources, ſuch a perfect acquaintance, in ſhort, 
with the whole detail of government, as in the nature 
of things no private man can obtain. 


Leaving then to our Superiors the duties which 
evidently belong to their ſtations, let each of us 
attend to thoſe of our own. We are now called up- 
on by the voice of Authority to the diſcharge of 


an important one; and J truſt we have performed 


it with all that ſeriouſneſs and attention, that fer- 
vency, devotion and gratitude, which the greatneſs 


of the bleſſings vouchſafed demand from us. Let us 


however 
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however remember, that it is not the occaſional ſer 
vice, the temporary a& of praiſe, which can avail us 
any thing. Injurious would it be to the honour, and 
inconſiſtent with thoſe ideas of perfection which we 
are taught to entertain of the Deity, to ſuppoſe that 
thanks and adoration can be any further acceptable 
in his ſight, than as they are the means of our moral 
and religious improvement; than as they tend to 
form in us ſuch a temper and diſpoſition of mind, 
as may guard us from a return of thoſe evils, from 
which we have been delivered; and ſecure to us 
the poſſeſſion of thoſe advantages, for the reſtoration 
of which our n addreſſes to Heaven have been 
offered up. 0 


Since then it hath graciouſly pleaſed the Divine Being 
to bleſs us with the return of peace and tranquillity 
abroad, be it our buſineſs to endeavour by all means in 
our power to promote them at home. Long, too long 
hath this land been diſtracted by the party diſtinctions 
and civil diſcord of her ſons, - which hath at times 

raged 
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Taged with fo much fury as, to ſhake the whole 
frame of our government to its foundations. When 
this was occaſioned by a diverſity of principles and 
opinions, it was without queſtion: a very grievous 
though unavoidable calamity : But our hiſtory, . and 
I fear our own recollection, will furniſh us with 
inſtances where the diſtinction has prevailed, when 
no real difference has ſubſiſted; where artful. and 
deſigning men, in their ſtruggles for power, have 
had addreſs enough to inflame the paſſions and en- 
gage the ſupport of the unwary, who, in their 
oppoſition to the moſt ſalutary meaſures, have fondly 
imagined themſelves the champions of liberty, when 
they have been in fa& only the dupes of their am- 
bitious and intereſted leaders. Let us, however, for 
the future carefully avoid all ſuch deluſions : let us 
ſcriouſly refle& upon the heinous guilt and fatal con- 
ſequences of a ſpirit of faction; how it impairs our 
ſtrength, interrupts our enjoyments, ſullies our glory, 
impedes the operations of government, and frequently, 
from the weakneſs and infirmity to which even the 

| beſt 


(37) 
beſt of men are ſubjee, forces thoſe againſt who 
it is directed into meaſures they would never others 


wiſe have adopted. Under theſe convictions, let it 


be our conſtant endeàvour to check in ourſelves, and 


diſcourage as far as poſſible in others, all approaches 
towards ſo miſchievous and malignant A principle: 


Let us baniſh all unreaſonable jealouſies, all ground- 
leſs ſuſpicions of thoſe in power ; ever diſcounte- 


nancing, to the utmoſt of our abilities, that diſregard 


for authority, that licentiouſneſs and impatience of 
controul, which ſo ſtrongly marks the preſent times, 


and which, if it continues and gains ground amongſt 


us, leaves too much reaſon to apprehend ſome dread- 
ful cataſtrophe. Let us, in ſhort, as becomes good 


ſubjects and good chriſtians, improve every oppor- 


tunity, that the courſe of events or the nature of 


our reſpective ſituations ſhall preſent, to promote 
concord and unanimity, peace and good-will among 
each other, till at length this ſtain be wiped off 


from the name of Briton, and the wretched narrow 
| ſpirit 
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ſpirit of Party give place to a diffuſive ſpirit of na- 


tional Unity and real Patriotiſm. - 

Jo conclude; Are we indeed deſirous to perform 
the duty of this day in a manner acceptable to God, 
would . we ſeek the Lord fo that he may be found 
c of us, we ſhall ſhew forth his praiſe not only in 
our lips, but in our lives: we ſhall make it our buſineſs 


to avail ourſelves of thoſe opportunities of recollection, 
and attend to thoſe leſſons of inſtruction, with which 


the improved ſtate of our condition ſhall furniſh us: 
we ſhall, in ſhort, impreſs on our minds a conſtant 


ſenſe of every moral and religious duty, and to the 


utmoſt of our power regulate our lives in conformity 


to the obligations they lay upon us; and by ſo doing 


ſhall beſt contribute to the peace, and promote the 
happineſs of our country, not only from the nature of 
thoſe virtues which conſtitute this conduct, but as by 
this means we ſhall be more likely ſecure in the favour 
and protection of him, who does according to his 
« will in the armies of heaven, and among the in- 


« habitants . 
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« habitants of the earth.” Or, however he may 
think fit to diſpoſe of publick events with reſpect to 
our perſonal and more important intereſts, we are 
certain our labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord: 
But when heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, when all 
ſocieties and political combinations ſhall be diſſolved, 
and kingdoms, ſtates and empires melt undiſtinguiſhed 
in one general maſs, we ſhall be able to meet undiſ- 
mayed the univerſal wreck of nature, ſecure of © a 
« better country, a city which hath . 
© whoſe builder and maker is God. 8 
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